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Professional Haircutting 101Professional Haircutting 101
The complete beginner's guide to tools, techniques, and the art of the perfect cut.

🛠️ Essential Tools🛠️ Essential Tools

Shears - 5.5" to 7" depending on hand size
and cutting style

✦

Thinning shears - for blending and removing

bulk

✦

Clippers with adjustable guards - sizes #0
through #8

✦

Wide-tooth comb for sectioning; fine-tooth for
precision

✦

Sectioning clips to hold hair cleanly out of
the way

✦

Spray bottle for maintaining damp hair during
the cut

✦

� Preparation� Preparation

Consult the client - understand lifestyle, face
shape, and hair type

✦

Cleanse and towel-dry hair so it is damp, not

dripping

✦

Section hair into four quadrants using a
center and ear-to-ear parting

✦

Keep sections neat and uniform for balanced
results

✦

Always start with a plan - decide your guide
line before cutting

✦



✨ Core Cutting Techniques✨ Core Cutting Techniques

Blunt cut - straight across for clean, sharp
lines

✦

Layering - cutting at different lengths for
volume and movement

✦

Point cutting - snipping into ends vertically
for soft, textured tips

✦

Scissor-over-comb - blending short
sections seamlessly

✦

Clipper-over-comb - tapering sides and
nape smoothly

✦

razor cutting - for wispy, deconstructed
finishes

✦

📐 Angles & Guidelines📐 Angles & Guidelines

0° - natural fall, produces a solid blunt line✦

45° - moderate layering with balanced
volume

✦

90° - maximum layering, full movement
throughout

✦

135° - long layers, keeps length while adding
texture

✦

Establish a traveling guide - your first cut
sets the reference for every section after

✦

🎯 Finishing & Detailing🎯 Finishing & Detailing

Cross-check the cut by combing hair in the opposite direction to catch unevenness✦

Detail the hairline - clean the neck and around the ears with a trimmer✦

Blow-dry and style to reveal the true shape; wet hair can hide mistakes✦

Point-cut the ends after styling to remove any blunt heaviness✦

Apply product sparingly - styling should enhance, not mask, the cut✦

Show the client the back with a hand mirror and confirm satisfaction✦

1

Sharp Tools
Dull shears damage hair

and cause split ends.
Hone them regularly.

2

Cut Less First
You can always take
more off. Never cut to
the final length on the

first pass.

3

Mind Posture
Stand centered, elbows

relaxed. Your body
position determines your

line accuracy.

4

Symmetry Check
Pull matching sections

from each side and
compare lengths at

every stage.



Practice Makes Precision
Every master stylist started with the basics. Master your tools, respect the hair, and let each cut sharpen your

eye. Consistency, patience, and clean technique are the true marks of a professional.


